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Among the minor plagues of the accumulating years that for the past few days have 
beset me prompt me to begin with apologies* for th4 typing. And I may write you with some 
interruption#. Suddenly, for no apparent reason, my fingertips and thumbs at their ends 
have split. So I'm typing with two middle fingers* Only starting because in a few minutes 
We Ji e for s dental checkup. Fortunately, it is just before the prediction for the 
seaonsfls heaviest snow. 

It is not important, but because I have only a few minutes, I learned when we 
farmed about a dozen miles southeast of here that winter snows tliat come from the weather 
you send us tend to repeat thenselves in 6-7 day periods, and I'd know in advance when 
such weather was adopt to blast us because that was the only time I could ever heard the 
B “ 0 trains from this or a slightly greater distance to the southwest of us. Farmers 
learn suhh things and I can't remember a single time tliat forecast was not correct. 

Wiiat you report is the one thing I did not suspect. I know that buck had been 
fighting tnat problem for years but he had demonstrated to me that he had beaten it. 

I remember the week I spent with you. BucH bo.*ght the whiskey, brought it home unopened, 
poured just about every drop I drank, and didn't touch drop himself. 

keminds me of when I was young and working on a morning paper while going to 
college and got to wherejp was drunk every day. I had the incentive of three of those I 
wrfiked with being hospitalized with DTs. So, with the legislature goin£ into special 
session, which meant mare work and more tiredness for all of us, which usually meant 
more drinking when the paper went to bed, I decided that as long as that special session 
lasted I'd pour every drop the others drank that they did not take from the bottle and 
not touch the stuff myself. I've been able to take it or leave it since, more than 55 
years. 

.it is a few minutes alter 4 a.m. and, as usual, I've been uu for an hour, trying 
follow my usual practise, sitting and reading bet ore getting to what for me now pass- 
es as work and I found that I was not able to concentrate on what I was Beading and could 
not get my mind to reading and correcting what I'd written where 114 left off yestemay 
when we got the mail. You and Buck have been on my mind. I suppose tliat this i 3 because 
among some of us old timers despite some dift erences we do care. I've been trying to think 
of something I might sahj that could mecin anytliing to you. I don't get very far. 

As I began to read your letter yesterday the first thing that cape to mind was that 
maybe you should speak to ®L Gary Schoener. Then I realized as I read ifhrthur tliat you 
seem to lmve taken all the steps pjbssible. They I wondered it he had la ever been down 
there, if you'd ever met. and when I'd finished reading your letter I was impressed by 
you, your honesty and forthrightnesss. It is impressive. Without any self-delusion. You 
are indeed a solid old gal to handles this so well atop all you have been through. I don't 
know what you read when we were ybung but the words of a syndicated columnist you many not 
ever have heard of comes to mind, O.O.kacIntire. Once when he was writing about something 
he had praise^/or considered praiseworthy, he concluded with, "a curt bow and a swelling 
cape to you!" I don't know why, after almost 60 years, I remember those words. Ordinarily 
his stuff was a bit frothy. He was a -^roadway columnist, not a deep thinker, but they have 
lingered in my mind for saying something I then considered good, as saying something if 
perhaps with excessiveness, but I mean them and address them to you for youfi letter and 
what I think it reflects of you after and again under such great duress. 

I guess that when I was so young and was able to take and keep control it was be- 
cause we afe better able to do this when we are young, ,.nd that as we accumulate the years 
and with them so many stresses this becomes ever so much more difficult. There get to be 
just tebo many stresses and as we bear- them there fibmesthe one that is just too much. I'm 
so proud of you for writing at such length and i# such detail without a word of, without 
even a suggestion of condemnation, of Buck or of yourself. I have is a better idea of 
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what you have __ been and are going through than you can imagine because Li:.'s younger 
sister did. it jSeryears. When she and bher husband iaeBfcliad the probing they were much 
younger than you and Buck. But by the time he did stop, and he did, really, hjs health 
was utterly ruined. She looked out for him as one would a baby, and when he died, then 
and since I've not heard her say a word against him. Not a word condemning him. But Lil 
and I saw her suffering. And her coping. 

Yesterday off and on and this early morning my favorite book of the bible keeps 
coming to mind, Ecclesiastes. (.Bid you know this piece M the old testament was also 
JFN'd favorite book of the bible that was not part of his religious upbringing?) Eons 
ago those old boys said it like it still is today and it can bring comfort and a degree 
of understanding to us today. If you are not familiar with it there are many figures of 
speech that have to be puzzled but, like JQtMSMhZE "keepers of the house," meaning our 
bones. It begin? Vanity oh vanity, sayeth the preacher, " and before long words I'm 
sure you've heard, that all the rivers do run ipto the se^ .but the sea is not full, and 
that the sun riseth and the sun settehh but the earth eiMureth' feoncBoex forever." The 
"eths" I am sure are the formulation of the Elizabethian scholars who did that ^irig James 
translation fraua the Greek, and they added some anti-Sei itisra that was not in the original, 
but by and large it is remarkably faithful <tnd aside fran all else they evolved a great 
.vork of magnificent literary beauty #kong with the enduring pM^osophy. 

There comes a time when we can only^hfBHK hope, even when there appears to be no 
reason for any hope, and sometimes we are lucky. I was a year ago. I didn't learn it 
until fairly recently, and then only by accident. The local cardiologist did not level 
with me but he did with' the family doctor who , in an ungj&rded moment told Ml and me 
that the cardiologist did not expect me to survuve the openWheart surgery. In faK&I 
fact Bohns Hopkins would have sent me home after six days but I had no transportation 
I could trust that day, a day - like today, which has begun with the predicted show 
storm. Bo, I returned the next day, in a heavy car driven by a friend with many years 
of driving experience. What I an saying is that when there appears to be no hope at all 
there sometimes is. 

wot the first time with me. I had two emergency operations after I got the plastic 
artery in my left thigh. I did not realise for years that those doctors also did not tell 
me what they could and should have, but the morning after, reallt( later that morning, 
because they worked on me until 2 a.m. , one of them tbdaiae they had not ^expected me to 
make it because they believed my heart could not take tne strain. So, Jam spying againm 
from personal experience, that what seems to be impossible isn't always and does not have 
to be. fj -’his is reason to hope against hope. 

If you did not meet him when he was JN Balias working on his master's thesis that 
became his excellent documentary, "Heasonable Boubt," Chip Selby, a fine young man, would 
have driven me home after the heart surgery, as he did after the cataract was removed from 
my better eye. And he is a good and a safe driver, mt he wore Ms car out working on 
Ms documentary. x t had over 150,000 miles on it nd rather than take the slight chance 
of some untoward event I pref sirred another day in the hospital. CMp is in Hollywood now 
working on a different kind of documentary^ starting at the bottom, so to speak. 

I suppose that whether or not you met Gary Bchoener, there has been some contact. 

He is too busy for us to have much contact but we hear from him from time to time. He is 
a real pioneer in manj| useful areas of Ms discipline. I'm particularly proud of one. He 
was the first or one of the first to testify against therapists who took advantage of their 
women patients. And he is still doing it. Wonderful, unfearing human being! He also 

married late. They have a beautiful, happy little boy who cane into the world with many 
birth defects. His survival is still ip questions bpt Gary is still hopeful. 

There id something I've been bebating with myself about asking you about and n&w 
do. Bo not take the time to respond now, because it is not urgent at all. I'm merely 
curious about sometMng that you may be able to shed some light on. If There comes a 
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time you want to Set your mind on something else mayoe this will 3 .rve. K'n take vour 

if ““f ” 6 y0U ^ 110 B *&**K'*- the moment I also aek ihat yo^ep Sia 
* confidence because there may be some developments that may be interesting. 

ii ® me years ago I got a phone call from a stranger in Dallas who was auite effusive 
saif th^hf^r^o i " 7 b ° 0kS and th6n Wr0te ae 80 effusive letter, *n if he 

£Tg.tj£ £11 ^ “ “* 1 '"** — «• h-Vdid^mber 

t’at 1 \ le ' raed that Farris iL °f sto °l 111 is a Dallas MI 3a. So, not telling him 

I was curious^boutft l * t pr ° ,3iMd “ this »ctora of me f£ 

was curious about it. without any cohering letter he mailed it to me. It was easv + n 

611 1 7 ^t^ re and , When ii: was taken ani wi th some certainty who had taken it That made 
me wonder^ow the MX had gotten it. I did fil* ^formations recasts of all lil 
requesting all records relate to me and I difnot get that flTSSdS 

win rf w! UOt w i ±tten .#°‘^stool further asiiing him about this although oerhaps I yet 
III 1 ' , at , 311 genuine X do n °t want to make any trouble for him. ‘in general I 

see no pdxnt in making any trouble anyway. *ife gives us all more than we need 

gotten £ £5 ^ ~ ~ ^ S5 £ to 

£ Zt S lTt^tJ: SUPPOSe tlmt a ~ ° f - duplicating 15* and°B, 

I Ho nnf W th !w? FBI d0t and Why does interesf d wt it is no more than curiosity. 
nio+, t ,h Say ^ hiS a ° cusing ired ’ although that is a possibility. He may have given the 7 
P ° if 0 !uT 6 f ’ f ° r exanple » 311(1 “ay llave had nothing to do with the Mi's getting 
a copy. The MI fcs an enormous vacuum sweeper. It even has and gave me copies of a Scture 

a - n the frightfui **** it did to idl aS me tlis P £ 
q «,e insignificant, ihat is why i say m is not important, just curiosity. I suppose +he 
curiosity is largely aofut whether one who can fall withint the meaning £ "critic" did 

cri U if' V™ ^ f ^ ~ **** i “ 1 '— " h ° P-W 1 ZXJfs 

critics and at least one in San Francisco. (.There was another in San Francisco who tixBfcc 

!^® d t°, rUin aa c$$ ny b ° ok on ono o1 ’ the “ore important tjak shows but I was able to 
urn that around art 1 it sold air my books then in the stores in that area out in a single 

S^d^^Srot^T® in *“* eity ” ith “ ° Ven "° re to 

ua „ C5an ^ rdinarily I ir ? aVe no dnterest in the books that pretend to solve the crime but I 
was sent a copy of Him «oore s by someone who asked my opinion of it. I'd forgotten him 
as i ve fogottene the names oi almost all th^inany thousands who' ve written me but after 
reacting what he said about me and our correspondence I ehedfc the file and found I do not 
nave all that correspondence. Ho, I wrote him aiieutral letter and asked him if he'd 
please send me copies of those other than I had. I've heard nothing from him and my 
le-pter was not returned. He is a stratige, egomaniacial iaan4 and what a sicic book! lie 
can t have much ielf-respect to have put his name on it or he has some objective in mind. 

I've rambled. I do thank you for your honesty abd I d?o .4>pe that all goeajfas 
well as it cans for you and for Buck. ' 

With all our hope for you. 



